
Spanish Customs, Traditions and Facts 

Zaharia Catalin 

Andronescu Gabriel 

Developing skills in Android applications and  
programming e-commerce platforms  

2016-1-RO01-KA102-023317 



Bullfighting 

Bullfighting is a physical contest that generally 
involves humans attempting to publicly subdue, 
immobilise, or kill a bull, usually according to a 
set of rules, guidelines, or cultural 
expectations. Although people commonly think 
of Spanish-style bullfighting as representative 
of bullfighting, there are many different forms 
and varieties in various locations around the 
world. Some forms involve dancing around or 
over a cow or bull, or attempting to grasp an 
object from the animal. 
Bullfighting is a traditional spectacle of many 
countries including Spain, Portugal, parts of 
southern France, India and Tanzania, and 
some Latin American countries (Mexico, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela and Peru). 
While some forms are sometimes considered 
to be a blood sport, in some countries, for 
example Spain, it is defined as an art form or 
cultural event and relevant regulatory 
frameworks which assimilate it to other cultural 
events and heritage. 
 



La Tomatina 
La Tomatina (Spanish pronunciation: [la 
tomaˈtina]) is a festival that is held in the 
Valencian town of Buñol, a town located in 
the East of Spain 30 km / 19 miles from the 
Mediterranean, in which participants throw 
tomatoes and get involved in this tomato 
fight purely for entertainment purposes. 
Since 1945 it has been held on the last 
Wednesday of August, during the week of 
festivities of Buñol. 

Usually, the fight lasts for an hour, after which 
the whole town square has been covered with 
tomato paste. Fire trucks then hose down the 
streets and participants often use hoses that 
locals provide to remove the tomato paste from 
their bodies. Some participants go to the pool of 
“los peñones” to wash. Afterwards, the village 
cobblestone streets are completely clean due to 
the acidity of the tomato disinfecting and 
thoroughly cleaning the surfaces. Since 2013, 
the capacity of La Tomatina is regulated by 
selling tickets for the event, a measure that 
"guarantees the sustainability of the party, better 
security and more fun for the attenders”. In 2015, 
it is estimated that almost 145000 kg of tomatoes 
were thrown.  



Biblical Magi (Los Reyes Magos) 
Known in the Anglophone world as the Epiphany, the arrival of the Three Kings is defined in 
Spain by the enormous expectation and the tremendous annual celebrations that revolve 
around the event. Festivities officially start the evening before Epiphany, on the night of January 
5, when the Cabalgata de los Reyes Magos (Three Kings' Parade) takes place in every town 
and city. 
Typically, people will be strolling down the roads, trickling into the major avenues or squares of 
the cities with ladders on their hands, ready to climb on the second or third row of people, 
hoping to come out with a bagful of candies and one or the other gift. Because in Spain, it is not 
the Baby Jesus, Santa Claus or St. Nicholas who brings gifts on Christmas Day, but rather the 
Three Kings, whose generosity is put to the test on January 6, the day of the Epiphany. 
Children, families, and entire cities throughout the country celebrate this major Spanish 
Christmas tradition. 
With festive lights livening up the streets, Nativity scenes set up in various locations, and 
holiday tunes setting the holiday atmosphere, Spaniards celebrate the arrival of the Kings with 
a joyful parade called the Cabalgata de los Reyes Magos. The kings ride upon horses or 
elaborate floats and throw goodies down to the children lining the streets. This is also 
traditionally the big opportunity for children to ask the Kings for presents. 
When morning arrives, children delightedly discover that the Kings nibbled the sweets, the 
camels ate the hay, and by their shoes there are wrapped presents just waiting to be torn into. 
The magical night comes to a close with another Spanish Christmas tradition: a typical 
breakfast of Roscón de Reyes, a ring-shaped cake decorated with fruits symbolizing the 
precious gems that adorned the royal trio's lavish clothing. 



                        La Siesta  
 
La siesta literally translates as a short nap of 15-30 
minutes. However, this definition is far from the 3 
hour break taken in the middle of the working day. 
Siesta has spread all over Spain, South America, the 
Philippines, the Middle East and North Africa. La 
siesta is a necessity and the reason is that around 
2pm, the heat temperature reaches its peak and it is 
simply too hot to be outside. Hence the locals take a 
siesta and wait in the comfort of their own homes for 
the heat to subside. 
 
However, this is not always the case. In areas such 
as Northern Spain, Southern Argentina and Chile 
where the heat doesn't always warrant such evasive 
action, la siesta has gone from being a necessity to a 
luxury and even a habit. Because the working day is 
broken up, the modern siesta is the time working 
people go home and spend time with their family or 
friends, and not necessarily take a nap. Often, 
families will use it as a time to have a long family 
lunch. 



Fun facts about Spain 
-Do not be alarmed by a dirty floor in a bar. It is completely acceptable and normal to throw 
things on the ground in bars. Most of the time a dirty floor means a good bar! 
 
-Sunflower seeds are big deal in Spain. More importantly, Spaniards are really talented at 
opening and eating them at a shocking speed. 
 
-Tortillas in Spain are not the same as tortillas elsewhere. You will not find corn or flour tortillas 
in Spanish dishes. In Spain, tortilla Espanola refers to a very popular and delicious egg and 
potato dish. Spaniards use the word “tortilas” to refer to flour/corn tortillas. 
 
-Spain is home to the world´s largest tomato fight: La Tomatina, celebrated every year in a 
village of Valencia. 
 
-Most households buy fresh bread every day. Traditionally, they are long baguettes called 
barras or pistolas. Bread is present (and required) at almost every meal. 
 
-Euskera, spoken by the Basque population in northern Spain and southern France, is one of 
the oldest living languages in the world. 
 
-Spain remained neutral in both world wars. 
 



-Food is important in Spain and often a topic of conversation. Additionally, they often 
go on walks after a meal to help them digest their meal. 
-Football/Soccer is the country´s most important sport. Spain won its first World Cup football 
title in 2010, which made the country the 8th country to have ever won. 
-Spain is the number one producer of olive oil in the world with 44% of the world's 
olive oil production. That is more than twice that of Italy and four times that of Greece. 
-Spain is the third country in the world, after the US and Brazil, with the most plastic surgery 
interventions per capita in the world. 
-Spain is the number one country in regards to organ donation in the world. 



Links and references: 
 
http://www.donquijote.org/culture/spain/society/customs/fun-facts-spain 
http://www.enforex.com/culture/reyes-magos.html 
http://www.donquijote.org/culture/spain/society/customs/siesta 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Tomatina 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bullfighting 
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