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What is Seville?

• Seville is the capital and largest city of the autonomous community of Andaluisa
and the province of Seville, Spain. It is situated on the plain of the river
Guadalquivir. On the summer solstice the sun sets at 11:43pm. The inhabitants of
the city are known as sevillanos (feminine form: sevillana) or hispalense , after
the Roman name of the city, Hispalis. Seville has a municipal population of about
703,000 as of 2011, and a metropolitan population of about 1.5 million, making it
the fourth-largest city in Spain and the 30th most populous municipality in
the European Union. Its Old Town, with an area of 4 square kilometres , contains
three UNESCO World Heritage Sites : the Alcázar palace complex, the
Cathedral and the General Archive of the Indies. The Seville harbour, located
about 80 kilometres (50 miles) from the Atlatinc Ocean, is the only river port in
Spain. Seville is also the hottest major metropolitan area in the
geographical Western Europe, with summer average high temperatures of above
35 °C (95 °F).



Plaza de Espana



• Seville was founded as the Roman city of Hispalis. It later became known
as Ishbiliya after the Muslim conquest in 712. During the Muslim rule in Spain,
Seville came under the jurisdiction of the Caliphate of Córdoba before becoming
the independent Taifa of Seville ; later it was ruled by the Muslim Almoravids and
the Almohads until finally being incorporated into the Christian Kingdom of
Castile under Ferdinand III in 1248. After the discovery of the Americas, Seville
became one of the economic centres of the Spanish Empire as its port
monopolised the trans-oceanic trade and the Casa de Contratación (House of
Trade) wielded its power, opening a Golden Age of arts and literature. In 1519,
Ferdinand Magellan departed from Seville for the first circumnavigation of the
Earth. Coinciding with the Baroque period of European history, the 17th century
in Seville represented the most brilliant flowering of the city's culture; then
began a gradual economic and demographic decline as silting in the Guadalquivir
forced the trade monopoly to relocate to the nearby port of Cádiz.



Arhitecture



Did you know that?

• Seville city is amongst other things famous for its many orange trees
throughout the city centre and when the trees bloom in spring, it smells
wonderful in the streets.
Here are some fun data that you probably did not know about the
orange trees of Seville.

• There are 25,000 orange trees in Seville, which makes the city the
world’s only city with the most orange trees. The Seville orange tree
produces a bitter orange so the fruit is not suitable for juice.

• The orange tree originally came from China, where it was thought
to bring luck to the owner. This was one of the reasons why the orange
tree was so quickly widespread in Seville.



• ‘It was the Moors who introduced the orange tree in
Seville.

• Until the Middle Ages the oranges were exclusively
used as a medicine.

• The Spanish name for orange tree is “naranjo” and
for the fruit orange “naranja”.

• The Indian name for orange tree is nâranga which
means “fragrant”.

• The Seville orange is used for perfume, wine and jam.
The most famous brand is the “Seville Orange
Marmalade” which is sold in England.

• If you want to experience Seville when the orange
blossoms, then you must visit Seville in March and
early April.



Top 5

• According to legend, Sevilla was founded by Hercules and its origins are
linked with the Tartessian civilisation. It was called Hispalis under the Romans and
Isbiliya with the Moors. The high point in its history was following the discovery of
America in 1492. For all its important monuments and fascinating history, Sevilla
is universally famous for being a joyous town. While the Sevillians are known for
their wit and sparkle, the city itself is striking for its vitality. It is the largest town
in Southern Spain, the city of Carmen, Don Juan and Figaro.



SEVILLE CATHEDRAL

• Recognised by UNESCO as a World Heritage site (along with the
Alcazar), this is the world's largest cathedral (or largest Baroque cathedral,
depending on which stats you believe



Alcazar

• An exquisite Mudejar palace (made by Moorish craftsmen under Christian rule),
with fabulous patios and salons, and a pretty garden of pools, palms and pavilions.
It's the oldest occupied palace in Europe - the King of Spain stays here when he
visits Seville.



Parque Maria Luisa & Plaza de España

• The lungs of the city, this park celebrates its centenary in 2014; it was
the setting for Expo 1929, whose centrepiece was Plaza de España. Many
films have been shot in this spectacular space with its canal, bridges and
amazing ceramic tiles



Triana

• This area, located across the river Guadalquivir from the main part of
the city, calls itself an "independent republic" - birthplace of bullfighters,
flamenco artists, and sailors. Worth visiting: the market, Castillo San
Jorge (the Inquisition Museum) next door on Triana bridge, and the new
ceramic tile museum, Centro Ceramica Santa Ana, due to open in April
2014



Metropol Parasol

• Seville's contemporary architectural icon, the largest wooden structure
in the world. Its multi-level attractions feature a rooftop-level walkway, bar
and restaurant; performance and play area; market; and Roman ruins



General Archive of the Indies

• The Archivo General de Indias (Spanish pronunciation: "General Archive of
the Indies"), housed in the ancient merchants' exchange of Seville, Spain,
the Casa Lonja de Mercaderes, is the repository of extremely valuable archival
documents illustrating the history of the Spanish Empirein the Americas and
the Philippines. The building itself, an unusually serene and Italianate example
of Spanish Renaissance architecture, was designed by Juan de Herrera. This
structure and its contents were registered in 1987 by UNESCO as a World

Heritage Site.



General Archive of the Indies
Museum in Seville



Today the Archivo General de Indias houses some nine kilometers of

shelving, in 43,000 volumes and some 80 million pages, which were produced

by the colonial administration: Consejo de Indias, 16th–19th centuries; Casa de

la Contratación, 16th–18th centuries; Consulados de Sevilla y Cádiz, 16th–19th

centuries; Secretarías de Estado y Despacho Universal de Indias, de Estado,

Gracia y Justicia, Hacienda y Guerra, 18th–19th centuries; Secretaría del Juzgado

de Arribadas de Cádiz, 18th–19th centuries; Comisaría Interventora de la

Hacienda Pública de Cádiz, Dirección General de la Renta de Correos, 18th–19th

centuries; Sala de Ultramar del Tribunal de Cuentas, 19th century; Real

Compañía de la Habana, 18th–19th centuries. The structure underwent a

thorough restoration in 2002–2004, without interrupting its function as a research

library. As of 2005, its 15 million pages are in the process of being digitized.

About the General Archive of the
Indies



Simply Seville!
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