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   Tavira is a Portuguese town 
and municipality, capital of 
the Costa do Acantilado, situated 
in the east of the Algarve on the 
south coast of Portugal. It is 28 
kilometres (17 miles) east of Faro 
and 75 kilometres (47 miles) 
west of Huelva across the Río 
Grande (Rio Guadiana) into 
Spain. The Gilão River meets the 
Atlantic Ocean in Tavira. The 
population in 2011 was 
26,167, in an area of 606.97 km². 

Tavira 



 

   Tavira is located on the eastern side of the Algarve and 25 km west of the 
Spanish border. Tavira is considered to be one of the most scenic towns of the 
Algarve; lined with cobbled streets, historic buildings and traditional 
Portuguese architecture. Tavira also offers stunning beaches that are only a 
short ferry ride from the town centre. 

 



 
  Tavira is a beautiful and elegant city 
in Portugal with many surreal 
aspects. Tavira is probably some of the 
finest churches in the Algarve and are 
about 20 churches in the city. Igreja 
da Misericórdia church, built in 
the 16th century is often referred to as 
the most beautiful church in Tavira, 
with magnificent sculptures and 
paintings representing scenes from the 
life of Hristos. Tavira itself is a 
picturesque town, relaxing, peaceful, 
with everything you need to reach and 
is an ideal vacation spot for couples 
and families here are in fact great 
places to visit if you venture a little 
more. 

 



 

   For the more intrepid visitor Tavira is an excellent location from which 
explore the entire eastern Algarve, as all of the major towns are connected 
by the inexpensive regional railway. There is a lot to love about Tavira and 
it makes for the ideal holiday destination for tourists who want more than 
just beaches or cheap drink from their holiday.  

 



 
 The Church of Santa Maria de 
Castelo is the oldest church among 
all 30 churches of Tavira. It was 
built in the gothic style in place of a 
mosque constructed during Moors 
era. In the church, the tombs of 7 
knights of the Order of Great 
Masters killed by Moorish warriors 
are situated. Legends has it tht the 
corpse of the Grand Master Paio 
Perez Correia himself also rests in 
this church. 

Santa Maria do Castelo 



 
 Main square and the most elegant 
part of the town, full of 
restaurants, cafes and shops. On 
the square you can find the town 
hall and a tourist office. The 
square at the same time is an 
amphitheater, where numerous 
shows, performances and festivals 
are organised. From Praça da 
República goes a promenade filled 
with shops where you can buy 
typical portguese articles made of 
cork and local specialty products 
such as honey, pastéis de nata, 
sweets with almond or fig filling 
or smoked cod. 
 

 
Praça da República 

 



 

Tavira also offers stunning beaches 
that are only a short ferry ride from 
the town centre. 
An island with a golden beach, which 
extends over 11 km. To get to the 
island, you must take the ferry. Ilha 
da Tavira is a paradise for the 
enthusiasts of golden, sandy beaches 
and seafood gourmets. The fist 
section of the island is quite 
commercial, full of bars and 
restaurants but several dozen meters 
to the West all the commercialism 
disappears, letting you enjoy the sun 
and a bath in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Ilha da Tavira 



 
 Radu Dumitrescu: "Tavira is a wonderful city. I liked the view from the castle and the streets 

that had an old air combined with a contemporan one. Moreover, I have a totally new sensation 
because it was the first time I stepped into the ocean."  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Alex Iosif: "Arriving in Tavira, I simply did not know what to expect, the weather was a little 

chilly, but still nice, since the sun soon showed itself from beyond the clouds and combined 
beautifully with the ocean breeze to create an amazing atmosphere. After visiting the charming 
narrow streets of this unbelievably white little town, time which we also spent entering the local 
church together with the castle and its admirable view. After that I was unable to go the beach 
due to personal issues so I spent a couple of hours shopping, followed by a warm meal, more 
specifically a local dish (some sort of bread filled with different flavours) while listening to some 
local music. I left Tavira happy to have improved my knowledge of the Algarve and Portuguese 
culture as a whole." 
 

Comments and impressions 



 
 Andreea Nițu: "For me, Tavira is a town that I will remember for its 

spectacular beach with big waves and a lot of sun.“ 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 Ana Gheorghe: "I always wanted to go to Portugal and this year my wish 
came true. We chose to go to Tavira, a beautiful city, where we took a lot of 
pictures, we bought souvenirs, then we went to the beach. We had a great time, 
although it wasn't very hot, we swam in the warm ocean water and our skin 
began to catch color. It was a wonderful experience."  
 



 

 Theodor Ojog: "From our visit in Tavira I especially liked the murals in the 
church.“ 

 
 Chibrit Isabel: "Two of the most amazing things about Tavira were definitely 

Castillo Moreno for its picturesque views and Ilha de Tavira because I got the 
chance to meet the ocean and its sandy beaches."  

 
 Dragos Stoian: "Albeit I frankly admit that I've never heard of Tavira before, I 

Could only describe my journey there as Being one of the most enjoyable that I've 
ever took part into. It's been the first time I've been to a beach on an island and it 
is an unique feeling!"  
 
 



 

 Valeria Andronescu: "The little, but silent and charming town, Tavira, 
Portugal, was a real surprise for me, as I had the chance to see the beauty of 
a picturesque, historical living-place. The meeting place between the Atlantic 
Ocean and the land of Europe, where powerful waves were coming at us, 
represented what I have enjoyed the most.“ 

 
 Mihai Stancu: "Judging by its new infrastructure and the modern buildings, 

Tavira surprised by its quiet atmosphere and spontaneous nature." 



 
 Alecu Alexandra: "After a week full of thorough training we were finally 

able to take a break and see some of the wonderful sights and locations the 
island of Tavira had to offer. After we were done visiting the objectives we 
got to finally visit the sea and enjoy ourselves.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Cnal Iosif: "I can honestly say that our trip to Tavira was one of the most 

interesting and joyful experiences that I have ever been through. I got to 
learn a lot about the Portuguese culture and to also visit a nearby island." 

 



 
 Karla Matei: "In Tavira was pretty amazing because it was the first time for me 

when have ever seen the ocean. Also the town has something special in its 
architecture style which has captivated us.“ 

 
 
 
 

 
 Alina Rădăcina: "Tavira is a wonderful place, which we had the occasion to view 

from a high point on the walls of the Moreno Castle, an old castle which now 
became a botanic garden. The end of the day was represented by a couple of hours 
at the beach on Ihla de Tavira, where we went with a ferry. For many of us it was 
the first time at the ocean, and I can say that it was an amazing experience."  
 



 

 Nicolae Dumitrescu: "Saturday's Day has been full of enthusiasm since the 
beginning. Tavira, the city in southern Portugal, was great, and guided by our 
mentor Natalia, we managed to make the most of its attractions. We have 
successfully visited Praca da Republica, the commercial area and the main 
square of the city near Ponte Romana. I went through Paseo Maritimo, in a 
promenade through the many shops of the city, which ended with the visit of the 
church Igreja de Misericordia and Castillo Moreno Castle. The day ended with 
a brief but effective escape in Ihla da Tavira, bringing me for the first time 
close to the Atlantic." 



 

 Camil Popa-Nica: "Tavira, the beautiful city of Portugal located in the east of 
the Algarve, the south coast of Portugal. The settlement was erected in 1520 by 
Manuel I and was the main commercial port in the Algarve during the 16th - 
18th centuries. The 7 Arcade bridge that goes above the Gilao River has Roman 
origins but its present form Was acquired in the 17th century, the Romanian 
bridge. The best part was when we went to the seaside and got a chance to swim 
on the Atlantic Ocean. The golden sand and weather were perfect and I felt like 
never before. All in all it was a great and awesome day." 



 
 Horia Bichis: "While Portugal is often ignored for its neighbor, Spain, 

the atmosphere present in Tavira, was enough to make me reconsider 
my destination, the next time I crave the sun." 



1. http://tavira-algarve-portugal.com/index.html 
2. https://portugalia.directbooking.ro/prezentare-tavira-informatii-poze-imagini-7811.aspx 
3. Handouts provided by our euroMind mentor, Natalia. 
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